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A B O U T

Our 2018 annual report is an opportunity to express our 
thanks  to   the individuals and institutions that have 
shown support in pursuit of our goal to reconnect the 
diaspora through education and technology. 

Inspired by the cultural heritage of Adinkra 
Philosophy shared by our founders Asante Asiedu and 
Alex Spiezio, Udeesa began this year in Ghana, West 
Africa dedicated to the prosperity of the African 
Continent. To this effect, Ghana has played an integral 
role in supporting an ecosystem that creates sustainable 
Entrepreneurial growth. 

It is from this support that the unyielding spirit of 
Udeesa’s community was born.

In order to maximize scalability & increase competence 
towards the digital infrastructure of  this growing 
ecosystem, we began our year using 360-degree 
imaging to document the Landscape of Ghana. 

Immersive technology allowed us to then share this 
content with students in both Ghana and the United 
States as they engaged in conversation around 
Technology and its impact on the African Diaspora. 



C O O P E R A T I O N
In our first year, Udeesa hosted students ranging in age 
from 7 - 25 within unique immersive experiences 
designed to bring awareness of African Landscapes to its 
participants. These experiences include 360-degree 
photography, videography, & Virtual Reality - and are now 
available on udeesa.org.

The cooperative exploration of Cybernetics and 
Diasporology is critical when considering steps taken 
towards mending the cultural divide created by the 
Diaspora. This interdisciplinary initiative highlights 
technology's role in the development of migrant 
communities throughout history and is made available 
through the integration of immersive experiences into 
the classroom. . 

Implemented at Lehigh University under Director of 
Africana Studies Kwame Essien PhD, cybernetics and 
diasporology has played an integral role in the 
production of interactive learning solutions to the benefit 
of students studying the African Diaspora.

At Shiloh Church in Allentown, PA, Sunday school 
students were among the early benefactors of these 
immersive experiences. Students at SonRise Christian 
High School in Ho, Volta Region, Ghana were also given 
the opportunity to test the technology. Udeesa shared 
visuals with those who had previously been unable to 
travel, and spoke to students about the impact they can 
have within their communities by engaging in 
cooperative opportunities made available through the 
continued pursuit of knowledge. 



Africa in a New Global Era was the topic 
of the 21st Annual Africa Business 
Conference hosted by the Harvard Business 
School in the Spring of 2018.

Udeesa attended and documented the 
conference with Ricoh Theta V 360-degree 
Cameras and extended our reach to the 
over 10,000 individuals who were present at 
this three-day gathering. 

The Community  engaged in conversation 
around Values and Value Chains as well 
as the communal interest, passion and 
commitment to generating economic 
growth on the African continent. 

Speakers discussed  topics ranging from 
entrepreneurs within Africa’s  emerging 
global markets to the progression of Hip 
Hop and its influence on culture in the 
growing global economy. 

Hosted at the National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia, PA the Wharton Africa Business 
Forum was dedicated to discussion panels that 
analyzed  Africa's Global Partnerships.

The focus of the discussions were ways  in 
which to collectively change the narrative 
associated with the African continent and in 
doing so, redefine its pathways to growth. 

In this spirit, Udeesa welcomed attendees to 
take their first steps towards unleashing that 
potential by engaging with the realities of an 
African Country, Ghana,  through the interactive 
software and hardware supporting our 
immersive technology initiatives. 

This past Fall, in partnership with Yielding 
Accomplished African Women (YAAW), 
Udeesa used the immersive footage gathered 
in Ghana to support the Africana Studies 
Program at Lehigh University as they hosted 
their first Bi-Annual Immersive Technology 
Expo. 

The Expo showcased student projects as well as 
YAAW’s Diana Wilson who addressed students 
as the events Keynote Speaker. The event 
stressed the proven impact that Virtual and 
Augmented Reality have in the Reimagining of 
New Realities. 

Lehigh’s Africana Studies Program will be 
among the first in the United States integrating 
immersive technology into the classroom . Via 
the Udeesa Cooperative Story Map, students 
will have the opportunity to contribute to the 
visual content shared between colleges while 
exploring historic stops along the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade. 



Udeesa demonstrated the utility of immersive 
technology at the First Annual Ghana Tech Week. 
The program was coordinated by The Global Startup 
Ecosystem, a collective designed to educate, inspire 
and prepare startup communities for the digital age. 

As the world’s largest digital accelerator, the GSE 
currently serves 1000+ companies a year across 90+ 
countries in Africa, Asia, America, Caribbean, Europe, 
Latin America and the Middle East. Focusing on 
frontier areas such as Space, Artificial Intelligence and 
Blockchain.  

This year Udeesa made sponsorship contributions 
to the GSE’s Exponential Tech Summit and Africa 
Tech Summit whose communities are composed of 
digital accelerators, summits, and labs. These 
Sponsorships  allowed us to share insights with the 
leading entrepreneurs in attendance at these events 
as well as network with young forward thinking 
individuals from around the world.  

The Ghana Tech Summit took place in Accra, Ghana 
over two days and was our opportunity to introduce 
both the software and hardware that supports the 
initiatives created within our immersive platform to 
this ecosystem. With 360-degree tours of Ghana’s 
landscape and heritage sites we utilized Oculus Go 
Standalone VR  headsets to welcome an influx of 
participation  by the hundreds of Summit attendees. 

The Exponential Tech Summit marked Udeesa’s 
official introduction into the Global StartUp Ecosystem. 
At the summit, we spoke to attendees about the 
powerful resonance Adinkra Philosophy had left with 
our team and its reinforcement of our commitment to 
the growth of Africa's digital infrastructure. This 
summit, hosted at Impact Hub Accra and led by 
Christine & Einstein Ntim,  highlighted conversation 
surrounding Women Tech Pioneers, Smart Cities and 
advanced technology that is continuing to define the 
future of the Continent.

As 2018 came to a close we debuted our latest product 
at the Africa Tech “Summit in the Sky” located at the 
SAP Building in Manhattan, NY. This product was our  
Mobile Application, Gateway. Gateway is a social hub 
for members of this expanding ecosystem that 
promotes continued communication and 
engagement with our shared cultural heritage. 



W E B S I T E
&

A P P

Our website & app are interactive platforms for 
engaging with this shared cultural heritage. 
Take 360-degree tours of historical landmarks and 
sites of memory within Ghana, West Africa or 
contribute to our growing story map of the 
Diaspora by submitting 360 - degree images of 
your own.  

UDEESA.ORG

The 360-degree documentation employed within 
our app & website additionally supports our 
community of global citizens with the desire to 
engage with authentic African marketplaces. 
This engagement is made possible on our website 
through international partnerships formed in 
support of our immersive online market. 



P E R I O D I C A L

We have had a memorable year at Udeesa and 
our Periodical will continue to act as a guide 
updating our community on our initiatives as they 
progress into 2019. 

Through this collection of highlights, shared from 
entrepreneurs throughout the Diaspora, a new 
Narrative will begin to be told. A Narrative that  
highlights the entrepreneurs and Global 
conferences taking form  within the Rising Silicon 
Valley of Africa. 

The Udeesa Periodical will be available online in 
2019 and is a community building product with 
which our members may participate and 
advertise to one another. 

For inquiries please contact us at 
community@udeesa.org



T A K E   P R I D E .


